
The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

My dear Friends, 

This week brought one of those days that we remember where we were when we heard some 
special news. Late on Wednesday afternoon it was quite dark, I was driving home from 
Thornhill Crematorium and put on the car radio. Straight away it was clear I was listening to 
the Radio 4 commentary of the Inauguration of President Biden. It was a privilege to hear the 
words of the new leader of the United States.  

We should not be surprised that the President made many Biblical and religious references in 
his address. He is a practising Roman Catholic and had attended St Matthews RC Cathedral in 
Washington DC to pray in the hours leading up to that most important ceremony of his career. 
He did not shy away from the challenges that face him, his nation and the world. He referred 
to climate change, racism, economic difficulties and of course the global pandemic, among 
other concerns. Mr Biden is not alone in this as most of the world's rulers face the same issues. 
However as the leader of arguably the most powerful and influential democratic country he is 
in a unique position. It is reassuring to us that he places his trust in God to guide him in his life 
and in the decisions and choices he has to make.  

One of the things that he stressed was the need for unity. The United States of America have 
appeared less in union in recent times than at other moments in their history. The President 
called upon his people to live up to their name and for everyone to play their part in working 
together for unity. Many presidents have called for the same in the past and our own prime 
ministers and monarchs have also urged us to come together for the common good. It is all 
too easy to develop factions and opposing groups. It is much harder to see the points of view 
of others and, as the President's mother urged him to do, to stand in their shoes.   

This weekend we come to the end of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, not an event that 
hits the headlines in these secular days. However the political world can see that 
denominations and traditions of Christians who were once deeply opposed to each other can 
now stand alongside one another in prayer and action for the good of the people we are called 
to serve. At the inauguration ceremony there were Christians and leaders of many Faith 
communities supporting Mr Biden and Ms Harris. As we look to the future and seek to do what 
we can for our people and parishes, let us pray for unity in church and state and in every thing 
we can achieve for our sisters and brothers in our human family. As the psalmist puts it, "How 
very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity". Psalm 133.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  
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